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- Introduction to Faux Calligraphy Guide
- Pen of your choice (Crayola Marker, Sharpie, etc.)
- Tracing Paper (optional)

THE MATERIALS



HOW CAN WE ACHIEVE THESE DIFFERENT STROKES?
It is important you understand how to create the differing weight in 
each of these strokes to achieve the look of calligraphy. It’s not a random 
selection on which strokes are thin, and which strokes are thick, it is 
based on which way the pen is moving on the paper. Let’s take a 
closer look.

INTRODUCTION TO FAUX CALLIGRAPHY
Calligraphy is defined as line or a group of lines either derived from or 
resembling letter forms and characterized by qualities usually associated 
with cursive writing, especially that produced with a brush or pen.

You might ask yourself, what makes calligraphy different from cursive 
writing? Let’s take a look and see below.

 

This is my regular cursive handwriting, Take a look at each stroke and 
notice the weight is exactly the same across the entire word.

This is my faux calligraphy writing. The main thing to point out is the 
difference in the weight of the strokes. Do you see how some strokes are 
thick and some strokes are thin? The difference in weight is what creates 
the beautiful art of calligraphy.



THE UPSTROKE:
The upstroke occurs when the pen moves upward on your page. 
To achieve the look of calligraphy, the upward stroke must be thin. 

Let’s try it! Draw a straight line from the bottom of the guideline to the 
top. Keep attempting this stroke until you feel comfortable.

THE DOWNSTROKE
On the opposite end of the spectrum, the downstroke occurs when your 
pen moves down on your page. The goal here is to have a smooth, thick 
line from the top of the guidelines to the bottom. For faux calligraphy, 
creating a thicker line is achieved by adding another stroke to the initial 
one, and filling in the gap to create a solid thick line. 

Let’s try it! Draw a straight line from the top of the guidelines to the 
bottom. Add a small horizontal stroke to the top of the line. Draw 
another line from the top of the horizontal stroke you just made to the 
bottom of the guidelines. Then close it off at the bottom with another 
horizontal stroke.
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Before we get started on creating letters, we need to understand the 
basic strokes that make up the letters. On the next page, you will see a step 
by step instruction for each stroke. There will be a space for you to trace, 
and then a space for you to try it on your own. My suggestion is to get 
very comfortable with these basic strokes before moving to the letters in 
the next section.

THE BASICS
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Now that you’ve mastered the basic strokes, let’s move onto letters! You’ll notice
each letter has it’s own line, so you’ll have space to trace the guides as well as
try it on your own. 

On the next page, I use the letter “a” to show you my process for writing letters. 
I draw the letter first, add the lines to make the downstrokesthicker, then fill in
the space between to create a solid line. You can follow this process for the
rest of the alphabet in the next few pages. 

THE ALPHABET
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Now that you have learned the lowercase alphabet, it’s time to put it all
together into words!

THE WORDS







I hope this free guide will help you get a jump start on your calligraphy 
journey! 

For more tips and tutorials, please visit www.laurenmakowski.com.

THANK YOU!

LAURENMAKOWSKI


